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Overview
• The transmission rate of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the UK has
decreased.
• The government has stated that they 'are asking schools to
prepare for all pupils to return full time from the start of the
Autumn Term'.
• Schools are being asked to plan on this basis.
• This guide sets out our plans and demonstrates how we will
keep everyone safe.
• We ask that parents read this guide carefully with their child
before they return to school, so that everyone understands
what they need to do.

The basis of our plans
• Our planning is underpinned by the Department for Education’s advice on effective infection
protection and control which identifies that there are important actions that children and young
people, their parents and those who work with them can take during the coronavirus outbreak,
to help prevent the spread of the virus.

• Essential measures that schools have been asked to engage with are:
• A requirement that all people who have coronavirus symptoms, or who live with someone
who has symptoms, do not attend school.
• Cleaning hands thoroughly more often than usual

• Ensure robust respiratory hygiene (the 'Catch It, Bin It, Kill It' approach)
• Enhanced cleaning arrangements, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often
• Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace and management of confirmed cases of
coronavirus within the school community
• Consideration of how to reduce contacts between groups of students and maximise
distance between these groups in school wherever possible
• The full reopening of Easington Academy follows a period of partial re-opening, where students
have been kept in small bubbles and where we have been able to implement the above
procedures in school. We are therefore confident that we are ready to welcome all students back
to school with these measures in place.

Relevant guidance:
• Implementing protective measures :
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/c
oronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protectivemeasures-in-education-and-childcaresettings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementingprotective-measures-in-education-andchildcare-settings
• DfE information for parents and carers:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-aboutearly-years-providers-schools-and-collegesduring-the-coronavirus-covid-19outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-toknow-about-early-years-providers-schools-andcolleges-in-the-autumn-term

• Further re-opening guidance:
hhttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications
/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirusoutbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
• Union guidelines and checklists have also been
consulted, as well as information from PHE and
WHO.

• Planning has been scrutinised by our Trustees
and by governors, and approval has been given
to implement the measures we have identified
and outlined in our risk assessment, in order to
re-open to more students in a safe manner.

Our Plans

A. Reducing
Contact

Site preparation
• In order to fully open the building, a number of actions have taken place to ensure student and staff safety:
• A thorough inspection of the site, to assess water quality, fire safety and facilities
• A full risk assessment, to ensure all appropriate safety measures are in place regarding coronavirus management
• New classroom layouts
• Removal of excess furniture to ensure appropriate spacing where required
• Spacing of seating and tables in the dining areas, and creation of new dining areas, to ensure safety at mealtimes
• Deep cleaning
• Markings, signs and tape to ensure clearly marked entry and exit points and movement systems around the building
• Markings, signs and barriers to ensure clearly marked outside zones for students to use safely
• Signage to issue reminders for hand washing and good respiratory hygiene
• Provision of sanitiser stations around school and in all classrooms
• Provision of PPE for the medical room and for first aid usage
• Review of fire evacuation routes and assembly points
• Provision of door wedges for classrooms, to ensure good ventilation
• Staff training

Arrival and departure times
• We will have staggered start times each
morning depending on how students arrive at
school. There will be a staggered finish time
for each year group starting at 2.50pm each
afternoon.
• Three year groups(Year 7-9) will enter via the
Sports Hall entrance and be directed to their
designated areas by staff. Students in Year 10
and 11 will enter via Student Services gates
and will proceed to their outdoor areas.
• Staff will be on duty outside school and in the
building at the start and end of the day to
guide students.
• Students should arrive no more than 5
minutes before their start time in the morning.

Students arriving by car

Arrive 8:20-8:30 am

Students walking or cycling to school

Arrive 8:30-8:40 am

Students travelling by bus

Students will wear a face mask, sanitise their
hands and fill up the bus from the back. A
member of staff will ensure that students
disembark at school from the front of the bus in
an orderly fashion.

Student entrances

Once students arrive at school, staff will direct
them to their allocated entrance for each year
group.

Finishing times

Each year will be dismissed at 2 minute intervals,
beginning at 2:50pm. Students will immediately
proceed to their method of transport home/leave
the site.

Student bubbles and zones

• Each year group will be based in a zone of the school and will
have all their lessons in that zone.
• Year 7 and 8 will be based in class bubbles. They will have all
their lessons in the same zone (teachers will move to classes).
• Years 9, 10 and 11 will be based in year group bubbles. They
will move to different classrooms in their zone and into different
groups for specialist lessons.
• Each year group will also have their own lunch area, yard area
and toilet block to further reduce mixing between groups.
• The colours on the plan opposite correspond to the year groups
highlighted above.

= entry points

Year 7 – Green Zone
• Finish time: 2.50pm
• Enter via Sports Hall gate in the
morning and met by teachers in
Green Zone
• Enter classrooms via external doors.
• Lessons in Green Zone
• Break time in Green Zone
• Lunch in main dining area.
• Use toilets in Green Zone.
• Exit at end of day via Sports Hall
gate/Thorpe Road gate

= entry points

Year 8 – Yellow Zone
• Finish time: 2.52pm
• Enter via Sports Hall gate in the
morning and met by teachers in Yellow
Zone
• Enter classrooms via external doors.
• Lessons in set groups in Yellow Zone
• Break time in Yellow Zone.
• Lunch in Sports Hall.
• Use toilets in Yellow Zone
• Exit at end of day via Sports Hall
gate/Thorpe Road gate.

Ground Floor

Year 9 – Blue Zone
• Finish time: 2.54pm
• Enter via Sports Hall gate in the morning
and met by teachers in Blue Zone
• Enter classrooms via external stairs to
science
• Lessons in teaching class groups in Blue
Zone(Science)
• Break time in Blue Zone (Astroturf/front
of Sports Hall)
• Lunch in Sports Hall
• Use upstairs science toilet/Sports Hall
toilet.
• Exit at end of day via Sports Hall
gate/Thorpe Road gate.

= entry points

First Floor - Science

Year 10 – Red Zone
• Finish time: 2.56pm
• Enter via Student Services gate in the
morning and met by teachers in Red
Zone
• Enter classrooms via external doors.
• Lessons in teaching group classes in Red
Zone.
• Break time in Red Zone.
• Lunch in Key Stage 4 Servery.
• Use toilets in Maths/Humanities.
• Exit via Student Services gate/Thorpe
Road gate

= entry points

= entry points

Year 11 – Purple Zone
• Finish time: 2:58pm
• Enter via Student Services gate in the
morning and met by teachers in the Purple
Zone
• Enter classrooms via external classroom
doors/Technology doors.
• Lessons in teaching group classes in Purple
Zone
• Break time in Purple Zone
• Lunch in Auditorium
• Use toilets in Technology/Auditorium
• Exit via Student Services gate/Thorpe Road
gate

Art area

Curriculum
• We will teach the full curriculum from September for all students. For GCSE
(Years 9-11), this includes all option subjects.
• There will be some modifications initially to the way subjects are taught, to
comply with Covid-19 safety guidelines. For example:
• Practical lessons (e.g. Art, Technology) will not always be in a specialist
classroom, so activities will be adapted as appropriate (for example,
teacher demonstration rather than student practical in Technology, or
drawing instead of painting in Art).
• Singing and use of wind instruments are not permitted in Music, as they
present too much of a risk in terms of virus transmission.
• PE activities will be restricted to light outdoor exercise at the start of term.
Changing facilities cannot currently be used and large indoor gatherings
of students are not permitted.

Timetable
• The existing timetable has been modified into a two-week timetable with all students
having 3 lessons per day:
• A double lesson period 1-2 (before morning break)
• A single lesson period 3 (between break and lunch)
• A double lesson periods 4-5 (after lunch)
• Over two weeks, all students get the same range of lessons and the same amount of
teaching per subject as they do in the normal timetable. However, having double lessons in
the morning and afternoon reduces the number of times that students and staff need to
move between rooms, and this helps reduce the risk of transmission.
• Students will be registered by their period 1 teacher rather than their form teacher on
Monday-Thursday. This will reduce the number of groups that teachers come into contact
with during the day.

• On Fridays, all students will have an extended tutorial period with their form tutor. This
will ensure that all students receive high quality pastoral and Personal Development
support.

Classroom layouts and routines
• Classrooms have been rearranged as far as possible so that students all
face in the same direction (i.e. in rows).
• Strict seating plans will be adhered to in order to support Test and Trace.
• Students' personal belongings (bags, coats etc) must be kept under their
desk.
• Water bottles will remain on desks during lessons.
• Students should bring their own stationary with them to school (2 pens, 2
pencils, green biro, ruler and highlighter). Equipment will not be shared
between students. Equipment packs are available to buy from school for
£1 via your Scopay account.
• Teachers are to remain at a 2m distance from students wherever possible
to minimise the risk of transmission.

Breaks and lunches
• Each year group has been given an allocated space to use at
breaktime and an allocated dining area for lunchtime.
• There will be no food served at breaktimes. Students should bring
their own drinks and snacks if required.
• For the first few weeks of term, we will operate a packed lunch only
system. Students may bring their own packed lunch or pre-order a
school packed lunch which includes a hot option each day. Preordered packed lunches will be delivered to students’ dining areas.
Students eligible for free school meals will receive a school packed
lunch free of charge. School packed lunches must be ordered via the
weekly survey emailed to their Office 365 account.

Maintaining distance
• Visitors are not permitted on site without an appointment
• Access to the site by deliveries is restricted to times when there are not students arriving and departing.

• Staff will aim to keep a 2m distance from students where possible, as staff will teach across the year group and
class bubbles.
• Large gatherings, such as assemblies, will not be possible to begin with, as adequate distancing cannot be
maintained. Assemblies will be pre-recorded and delivered to students in their morning tutorial session.

Our Plans

B. Maintaining
good hygiene

Hand cleaning
arrangements
• Hand washing facilities are available in all toilet areas,
and students are encouraged to use these frequently
during the school day.
• All students are required to sanitise their hands on
entering the building / classroom.
• Students are additionally required to sanitise their
hands at the end of break and before and after eating.
• Unnecessary touching of the face is discouraged.
• Teachers will remind students to use tissues where
needed and dispose of them in the lidded bins provided
in each classroom. Where a tissue is not available,
students should cough or sneeze into their elbow.
• Signage will be displayed throughout the school to
promote good hygiene.

Cleaning arrangements
The academy has implemented additional cleaning regimes. These include:
Frequent cleaning of classrooms, toilets, common areas and dining areas.
• Frequent cleaning of regularly touched surfaces such as door handles, banisters, tables and
equipment.
• Classroom furniture has been reduced where appropriate in order to improve the ability to clean
effectively.
• Antibacterial wipes and spray are provided for shared equipment and facilities, eg. Photocopiers.
• Toilets will be cleaned after break, after lunch and at the end of the day.
• Common areas will be cleaned after use.
• Equipment used by students and staff will be cleaned at the end of each day or before it is used by
another person.

Use of shared equipment
• Homework will be set on Teams to reduce the need for printed resources.
• Students should bring their own stationery to school; equipment such as pens will not be shared
between students. Equipment packs can be purchased via your Scopay account for £1.
• Shared classroom resources e.g. textbooks will be kept within the class or year group bubble.
Where it needs to be used by a different bubble, it will be cleaned between groups.
• Staff use of photocopiers will be limited to essential use, and machines will be wiped down
before and after use.
• Teachers will wipe down keyboards and workstations before and after use in each classroom.

Our Plans

C. Responding
to illness

Symptoms of coronavirus
• The main symptoms of coronavirus are:
• A high temperature – this means you feel
hot to the touch on your chest or back
• A new, continuous cough – this means
coughing a lot for an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours
• A loss or change to your sense of smell or
taste – this means you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste
differently to normal.

• Most people with coronavirus have at least one
of these symptoms.

Students or staff with symptoms
• No student or staff member is to attend the academy if they have symptoms of coronavirus
(Covid-19).
• Parents should report to school immediately if their child has symptoms of, or has tested
positive for Coronavirus.
If a student or staff member develops symptoms:
• They will be sent home immediately and advised to self isolate for 10 days.

• Household members of someone with symptoms should self-isolate for 14 days.
• Anyone sent home with coronavirus symptoms is required to get tested.
• Parents can book a test for their child by using the coronavirus testing website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ or by calling 119 if they cannot use the internet.
• Staff can be referred for testing by the school.
• If the test is negative, the student or staff member can return to school and their household can end self-isolation.
• If the test is positive, the individual should follow medical guidance and seek treatment if symptoms are severe.

Attending to students who are
unwell
• An isolation area has been set aside for managing cases of Covid-19 at Easington Academy.
• If a student displays symptoms of coronavirus, they will be taken to the designated area until
collected by their parent. If needed, staff will remain with the child. If the child is well enough,
staff will observe through the interior window.
• First aiders assisting children or colleagues who feel unwell will wear full PPE including apron,
gloves and mask or visor. First aiders have all completed appropriate training for 'donning and
doffing' PPE.
• PPE will be disposed of in accordance with NHS Covid-19 waste management guidance.
• The designated area and medical room will be cleaned frequently and after each use.

If there is a confirmed case of
coronavirus in school
• We will co-operate fully with Public Health England (PHE)'s Track and Trace programme:
• Seating plans will be used to identify any student who has been within 2m of the
affected individual for more than 15 minutes.
• The school will report to Public Health England who will investigate and advise next steps in
line with government guidelines.
• In the event of a confirmed case, Public Health England may advise self-isolation for the rest
of the class or year group bubble to help contain any potential outbreak.

Readiness to return to lockdown
• If the government implements a local lockdown, they have indicated that they would prefer for students to
remain in school.

• However, in the event of a local lockdown in which schools are closed, or if self-isolation is required for a class
or year group bubble, we will switch instantly to remote leaning.
• Our remote learning plan in this case would operate as follows:
• All work set on Teams
• Students follow usual timetable (full curriculum) with 3 subjects / 5 hours of learning per day
• Teachers available to support students and provide feedback during regular lesson time
• Printed packs / remote learning booklets provided for students without internet access
• Having trialled these systems during the Summer Term, we are confident that the transition to remote learning
can be seamless. Training (remote) on the Office 365 package is planned for all students and parents in the first
few weeks of term to ensure that everyone feels confident with this way of working should we need to return
to it.

Our Plans

D. Student
support

Responsive curriculum and
teaching
• Our students have engaged well with remote learning and have continued to make
progress at home.
• However, we know that students' experiences are varied, and we will need to respond to
any loss of learning during lockdown.

• This is not the time, however, for formal tests. We will use in-class formative assessment to
identify what students know and what they need support with. We will continue to plan
our teaching in response to what we learn from this formative assessment, and teachers
will provide high quality feedback to students to help them make progress.
• We will continue to support students to develop their confidence in using Teams. This
includes using Teams as the main vehicle for setting homework. Teams is also very useful
for helping us set 'low stakes' quizzes which can quickly identify any gaps in knowledge.

Vulnerable students and those with
medical needs
• We anticipate that all of our students will be able to return to school in September.
• Where parents are uncertain if their child will be able to attend school on the grounds of
medical advice, parents must contact the academy to arrange a meeting. In these cases, a risk
assessment will be developed for the student to support their safe return to school.
• If it is necessary for a student to shield or self-isolate for a period of time, their learning will
continue remotely on Teams.
• Staff will receive safeguarding training in September, and this will consider the impact that
lockdown may have had on students and their families.
• If parents have any concerns or queries, they should contact school to discuss these.

Students with special educational needs
• Our students have had to adapt to a range of challenges during lockdown.
• We know that some of our students with special educational needs have found it difficult to adapt to changes in
their education.

• Students may need support in adjusting to new routines and expectations, as well as the demands of the work in
the classroom. We will assess their starting points and adapt teaching appropriately so that they can experience
success and re-engage with learning.
• Our SEND team will work closely with parents and update student plans so that teachers have appropriate
information to support each individual child. In-class support will continue to be provided for those students who
have this as part of their plan.
• A designated area will be provided for each year group, so that students can receive support at break and
lunchtimes from a member of the SEND team if needed.

Students who are worried about
returning to school
• Government guidance states that all students must return to school full time from
September.

• Staff are aware that some students have been at home and have not left their families for a
very long time and that they might therefore find it difficult to return to school.
• All staff will be vigilant and will work together with parents to address any concerns about
students returning.
• For the majority of students, a return to the formality, structure and routines of the
academy environment will be welcomed, and they will quickly settle into the new
structures in place.

Bereavement
• We are aware that there are some students in our community who have
been directly affected by Covid-19. We offer our deepest sympathy to any
family who has suffered the loss of a loved one.
• The Pastoral Team can provide additional support for bereaved students and
signpost support for families.
• We can refer students who require additional support to our school
counsellor.

Our Plans

E. Expectations
and routines

Attendance and punctuality
• All students are expected to return to school in September and attend full time.
• Our school attendance target is 97%. Frequent absence will be investigated by the Attendance Officer
and appropriate support put in place to ensure good attendance.
• All students are expected to a be punctual. Sanctions will be put in place for repeated lateness.
Frequent lateness will be investigated by the Attendance Officer.
• While we have staggered start times in place, students should arrive on site no more than 5 minutes
before their designated start time. This is important so that mixing between groups is kept to a
minimum.
• Parents should ensure that their children attend school and are on time.
• Parents should contact the academy as soon as possible if their child is unwell. Parents should inform
the academy of the reason for their child's absence by telephoning the school. An absence should be
followed by a written note from the parent explaining the absence.
• Please remember that no child should attend school if they have symptoms of coronavirus, or if
someone in their household has symptoms of coronavirus.

Behaviour
• To ensure the safety of all students, staff and visitors to the academy during
the ongoing coronavirus outbreak, a new code of conduct will be in place for
September and all students will be asked to sign this.
• Any breach of this agreement may result in sanctions being put in place,
including exclusion. This is particularly the case if a student's behaviour
jeopardises the safety of others.
• Our usual expectations in terms of behaviour and conduct remain the same.
• A Year Manager will be based in each year group zone to provide support.

Uniform
• Students are expected to return to school in full academy uniform in September.
• Full details of our uniform, including a guide to footwear, are available on our
website: http://www.easingtonacademy.co.uk/useful-info/school-uniform
• Students should ensure that hairstyles and other aspects of their appearance are in line with academy expectations
when they return to school.

PE Uniform
• Given the current restrictions in PE, at the start of the Autumn Term students are required to bring their PE trainers
only to school on the days they have PE.
• PE will consist of light outdoor exercise only as we cannot use the changing rooms or indoor facilities at the present
time.
• Students must wear their school shoes to school on PE days, even if they have PE period 1. They will change into
their trainers at the start of the PE lesson to go outside.

• PE lesson time may also be used to deliver lessons on nutrition and physical wellbeing.

Access to toilets
• Each year group will have a designated toilet area that they use, to help minimise sharing of
facilities.
• Toilet facilities will be cleaned regularly during the day.
• Staff will be on duty at break and lunchtime to manage the flow of students in and out of toilet
areas.
• Signage is in place in toilet areas, including disabled toilet areas, to remind students
about handwashing protocols.
• Students will be permitted to use toilets during lesson time, to avoid break and lunchtime
becoming pinch points for toilet access.

Frequently asked
questions

• We are committed to providing all students with a full curriculum, but there will need to be some
adjustment to practical subjects to adhere to health and safety controls.
• We anticipate that it will be possible to re-introduce a greater degree of practical work in due
course and will keep this under review as new government guidelines emerge.

1. What
about
practical
subjects?

At the start of term, the following adjustments will be in place:

• PE:
•
•
•
•

Light outdoor exercise (no contact sports).
Equipment, where used, will be sanitised between groups.
Changing rooms cannot be used.
Student to bring trainers to change into for PE lessons.

• Technology and IT:
• Classroom based theory and teacher demonstration for the majority of lessons
• Specialist rooms will be used for GCSE classes.
• Music:
• Classroom based theory and teacher demonstration for the majority of lessons
• Specialist rooms will be used for GCSE classes.
• No singing or wind instruments to be used.
• We are reviewing how Peri music lessons can restart safely and will update parents as soon
as possible.

2. What
about
assemblies?

• Large gatherings are not yet permitted.
• We will continue with a programme of video
assemblies which will be shown in morning
registration.

• The running of these events will remain under constant review,
in line with updated government guidance.

3. What
about events
and clubs?

• We will not run any after school clubs initially. Government
guidance is that schools need to re-build their provision over
time. As soon as we are confident that it is safe to do so, we
will resume after school clubs.
• Some lunchtime clubs will run from the beginning of term,
although attendance at these will be limited to specific class or
year group bubbles. Details of these lunchtime clubs will be
made available to students at the beginning of term.
• Whole school events, such as Open Evenings, will take place
online.

• The fire evacuation policy has been reviewed to
ensure that there is a clear structure for managing
fire evacuation.

4. What
about fire
drills?

• Fire evacuation drills will take place at least termly,
and students are expected to evacuate using the
nearest exit from their zone / area in an orderly
fashion.
• Maintaining social distancing in the event of a
fire drill is less urgent than getting everyone safely
out of the building. However, once outside the
building, all groups will assemble in their designated
lines where there is at least a 2m distance from
other lines.

Other
information

• Other information such as individual
timetables and interventions will be shared
by teachers at the start of the year.
• We thank you for your support and patience
over the last 5 months and thank you in
advance for your continued support as we
welcome students back to school.
• If you have any questions, please contact the
school office or
email enquiries@easingtonacademy.co.uk

Thank you for taking the
time to read this guide.

