at a glance

Fashion Designer
What is it?

A fashion designer is a creative professional who thinks of ideas and creates clothing, accessories,
and footwear. They are responsible for designing garments that reflect current fashion trends, meet
market demands, and appeal to target audiences. Fashion designers work in various settings,
including fashion houses, design studios, retail companies, and manufacturing firms.

Qualifications/Experience Required:
You typically need a degree in fashion design or a
related field from a reputable art or design school.
Building a strong portfolio showcasing your design
aesthetic and technical skills is essential for securing
employment in the competitive fashion industry.
Additionally, gaining experience through internships,
apprenticeships, or entry-level positions can provide
valuable insights into the industry and help you
develop your design expertise.

What the Work Involves:

Researching fashion trends, market demands, and
consumer preferences to inform design concepts.
Sketching and creating design prototypes using
computer-aided design (CAD) software or traditional
methods. Selecting fabrics, colours, and
embellishments to create cohesive collections that
reflect the brand's aesthetic. Collaborating with pattern
makers, sample makers, and garment technicians to
bring designs to life.

Presenting collections to clients, buyers, and fashion
industry professionals through fashion shows,

Future Prospects — Labour Market

Information:

The fashion industry is highly competitive, with
opportunities available for talented designers who
demonstrate creativity, innovation, and market
relevance. Entry level positions are more limited and
competitive.

Average annual Salary - £20,000 - £40,000
Typical weekly hours — 39 — 46 per week

You may be required to travel within this industry.

Type of person who may be
suited to this job:

This job may be suited to individuals who
have a passion for fashion, a strong
sense of style, and a keen eye for detail.
You will need to be creative, imaginative,
have effective communication skills,
collaboration abilities, and resilience in
the face of rejection or criticism for
success in the fashion industry.

Money/Wage Guide:

The fashion industry is highly competitive,
initially you can expect to earn around
£20,000 to £25,000 per year. With
experience and expertise, this can increase
to £40,000. Established fashion designers
or those with their own labels may earn
significantly higher salaries.

Related Opportunities:
e Fashion stylist
e Fashion buyer
e Pattern maker.
e Textile designer

Further Information:

The Fashion Retail Academy:
https://www.fashionretailacademy.ac.uk
/

British Fashion Council:
https://www.britishfashioncouncil.co.uk/
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